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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ADDIS ABABA 1030 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ABLD, AEMR, AFSP, ASEC, ET 

SUB J : ETHIOPIAN ARMY TAKEOVER OF AMCONGEN ASMARA 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 0841 

EMBASSY REALIZES THAT QUESTION OF NATIONALIZATION OF USG 
PROPERTY IS COMPLICATED ONE, REQUIRING CAREFUL CONSIDERA- 
TION OF VARIOUS OFFICES WITHIN DEPT. NEVERTHELESS, 

WE BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT TO PROVIDE EARLY OFFICIAL RESPONSE 
TO EPMG ON TAKEOVER OF AMCONGEN ASMARA COMPOUND IN ORDER 
NOT TO CONVEY IMPRESSION THAT USG IS NOT SUFFICIENTLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT CONFISCATION ACTION AND IS PREPARED TO 
LET IT PASS WITH NOTHING MORE THAN FEEBLE PROTEST. PLEASE 
ADVISE ASAP. 

MATHERON 
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